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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

The following listing of claims supersedes all prior versions and listings of claims 
in this application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A distributed storage network comprising a plurality of 
interconnected computers, said computers including a plurality of host computers , each 
having a store for data items, and at least one client computer, wherein said client 
computer stores client code comprising: 

a) storage initiation code executable to initiate storage of a data item [[on]] in one 
or more of said plural i ty of host computers ' stores : 

b) storage condition generation code executable to generate one or more 
interpretable storage conditions indicating characteristics of host computers]] stores 
suitable for storing said data item; 

c) stora ge condition sending code executable to send said one or more 
interpretable storage conditions to one or more of said host computers: 

wherein each of said host computers stores host code including: 

d) storage condition reception code executable to receive said one or more 
interpretable storage conditions from said client computer or another of said host 
computers: 
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[[c)j] e) host computer store characteristic provision code executable to m ea sur e 
and-ther* provide host storage characteristic data indicating one or more characteristics 
of said host computer 's stores ; 

[[d)]J f) storage condition interpreter code executable to interpret said one or 
more interpretable storage conditions in the light of said on e or mor e host storage 
characteristic^]] data provided by said host computer and thereby to establish whether 
said host computer 's store meets said storage conditions; 

[[e)]] g) data item storage code executable to store said data item in said host 
compute r's store on the execution of said condition interpreter code finding that said 
host computer meets said storage conditions r e quir e ments ; and 

f) d a ta i t e m h) storage condition forwarding code executable, on the execution of 
said condition interpreter code finding that the host computer 's store does not meet said 
storage conditions, to forward sa i d data item and said storage conditions to another of 
said host computers. 

2-4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Original) A distributed storage network according to claim 1 in which at least 
one of said computers stores both said client code and said host code. 
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6. (Previously Presented) A distributed storage network according to claim 1 in 
which said one or more interpretable storage conditions are persistently stored at one or 
more of said computers. 

7. (Original) A distributed storage network according to claim 6 wherein said 
persistent storage is provided by a database stored at each of said one or more 
computers providing persistent storage of said interpretable storage conditions. 

8. (Currently Amended) A distributed storage network according to claim 6 in 
which one or more computers further stores storage condition editor code executable to 
provide a user with an interface enabling the user to update said interpretable storage 
conditions or to record new interpretable storage conditions. 

9. (Currently Amended) A distributed storage network according to claim 8 in 
which said client computer further stores said storage condition editor code. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A distributed storage network according to claim 1 in 
which said storage condition interpreter code interprets said one or more interpretable 
storage conditions using schema data which indicates a common structure for said 
interpretable storage conditions. 
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11. (Currently Amended) A distributed storage network according to claim 1 in 
which said interpretabie storage conditions form a component of a rules data structure 
which further includes action data indicating actions to be carried out by one of said 
computers on said host computer store meeting said one or more interpretabie storage 
conditions. 

12. (Currently Amended) A distributed storage network according to claim 1 1 in 
which said rules data structure forms a component of a policy data structure which 
further includes event data indicating one or more events which must take place in order 
to trigger the execution of said storage condition interpreter code. 

13. (Currently Amended) A distributed storage network according to claim 1 in 
which said host storage compute r characteristic^]] data include stored data item 
description data which describes data items already stored [[at]] in said host computer 
store . 

14. (Previously Presented) A distributed storage network according to claim 1 in 
which said interconnected computers comprise computers having differing hardware 
architectures and operating system programs stored thereon, each of said computers 
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further storing common machine emulation code executable to translate code 
executable on said common machine to code executable on the hardware architecture 
and operating system of the machine on which the emulation code is executed. 

15. (Currently Amended) A distributed storage network comprising: 

a plurality of interconnected computers, each computer being operable to store 

data in one or more stores m e mor ie s under the control of said computer; 

each of said computers having access to processor executable code, said code 

comprising: 

a) storage initiation code executable to initiate storage of a data item in one or 
more of said computers' stores: 

b) storage condition generation code executable to generate one or more 
interpreta ble storage conditions indicating characteristics of one or more computer 
stores suitable for storing said data item; 

c) storage condition sending code executable to send said one or more 
interpretable storage conditions to another of said computers; 

d) storage condition reception code executable to receive one or more 
interpretable storage conditions from another of said computers; 

e) computer store characteristic provision code executable to provide storage 
characteristic data indicating one or more characteristics of said computer's store; 
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f) storage condition interpreter code executable to interpret said one or more 
interpretab le storage conditions in the light of said storage characteristic data provided 
by said computer and thereby to establish whether the computer's store meets said 
storage conditions; 

g) data item storage code executable to store said data item in said computer's 
store on the execution of said storage condition interpreter code finding the computer's 
store meets said storage conditions; and 

h) storage condition forwarding code executable, on the execution of said 
condition interpreter code finding that said computer's store does not meet said storage 
conditions, to forward said storage conditions to another of said computers 

a) data i t e m r e c e ption cod e proc e ssab le to rec ei v e a d ata it e m; 

b) data it e m storag e requi re m e nts -4isc o ver y c o de proe es sab le- to - f i nd o ne-Qf 
mefe r eq u i r e m en ts r eta feg - t e s a i d d a t a i t e m; 

of storage in f o rmat i on provision cod e processabl e to m e asur e and the n pro v ide 
storag e i nformat i on conc e rning on e or mor e m e mo ries of s a i d comput e r; 

dfe^mpafiseft-CQde processable to c o m p ar e sa i d d ata ite m storag e r e qu i r e ments 
wit h s ai d s torage i nformati o n p r ov i d e d by s a id compute^ 

e ) s to ra g e d e c i s i o n c ode processable to - d e c i d e wh e th e r to stor e sa i d d a ta i t e m i n 
sai d on e or mo re me m ories in depende nc e upon sa i d comparison; and 
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f) -da4a4teffhs ter a g e GQd e-p reG e s sa b le ^ - st o re - sa i d d a ta -i t e m a t-said-hos t 
comp ut e r on e x e cution of sa i d storage decision cod e finding that sa i d computer m ee ts 
said storag e conditi o ns; an 4 

g) d a ta itenvforwarding cod e e x e cutabl e to forward sa i d dat a it e m a nd s aid 
storage condition to another of said host computers on execution of said storag e 
d e G i s i o n-oode- finding that said comp u ter does-aot- meet said storag e condit i ons . 

16. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a network of interconnected 
computers, said computers including a plurality of host computers , each having a store 
for data items, and a least one client computer, said method including the s t e ps of : 

operating said client computer to: 

a) initiate storage of a data item [[on]] in one or more of said p l ur a lity of host 
computer[[s]] stores ; and 

b) generate one or more interpretabie storage conditions indicating 
characteristics of host computers]] stores suitable for storing said data item; 

c) send said one or more interpretabie storage conditions to one or more of said 
host computers; 

operating said host computer to: 

d) receive said one or more interpretabie storage conditions from said client 
computer or another of said host computers; 
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[[c)]j e] m e asure - and then provide host storage characteristic data indicating one 
or more characteristics of said host compute r's store ; 

[[d)j] f) interpret said one or more interpretable storage conditions in the iight of 
said ©m-of-mefe host storage characteristic^]] data provided by said host computer 
store and thereby to establish whether said host computer 's store meets said storage 
conditions; 

[[©)]] g) store said data item [[at]] in said host compute r's store on finding that 
said host computer 's store meets said storage conditions; and 

[[f)]] h) forward said data it e m and said storage conditions to another of said host 
computers on finding that the host computer's store does not meet said storage 
conditions. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium storing code 
executable to carry out method steps a) , b) and [[b)j] c) of claim 16. 

18. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium storing code 
executable to carry out method steps c), d) and e) d) through h) of claim 16. 

19. (Original) A computer readable storage medium storing code executable to 
carry out the method steps of claim 16. 
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20. (Currently Amended) A host computer configured to be part of a distributed 
storage network comprising a plurality of interconnected computers including a plurality 
of host computers , each having a store for data items, and at least one client computer 
storing client code including storage initiation code executable to initiate storage of a 
data item [[on]] in one or more of said p l ural i ty of host comput e rs stores and storage 
condition generation code executable to generate one or more interpretable storage 
conditions indicating characteristics of host-computer s stores suitable for storing said 
data item, said host computer storing host code including: 

a) storage condition reception code executable to receive said one or more 
interpretable storage conditions from said client computer or another of said host 
computers; 

C[a)]] b] host computer storage characteristic provision code executable to 
meas u re and th e n provide host storage characteristic data indicating one or more 
characteristics of said host computer 's store ; 

[[b)]] c) storage condition interpreter code executable to interpret said one or 
more interpretable storage conditions in the light of said one or more host storage 
characteristic^]] data provided by said host computer and thereby to establish whether 
said host computer 's store meets said storage conditions; 
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[[c)]j d) data item storage code executable to store said data item in said host 
computer 's store on the execution of said condition interpreter code finding that said 
host computer 's store meets said storage conditions requi r e m e nts ; and 

[[d)j] e) da ta i tem storage condition forwarding code executable, on the execution 
of said storage condition interpreter code finding that the host computer's store does not 
meet said storage conditions, to forward sa i d data it e m and said storage conditions to 
another of said host computers. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A method of operating a host computer configured to 
be part of a distributed storage network comprising a plurality of interconnected 
computers including a plurality of host computers , each having a data store for data 
items, and at least one client computer storing client code including storage initiation 
code executable to initiate storage of a data item [[on]] in one or more of said stores 
p l urality of host co mput o rs and storage condition generation code executable to 
generate one or more interpretabfe storage condition[[s]] indicating characteristics of 
host computer's stores comput e rs suitable for storing said data item, said method 
comprising operating said host computer to : 

a) receive said one or more interpretable storage conditions from said client 
computer or another of said host computers; 
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b) a) e x ecuti ng hos t com puter cha rac te r i st i c p r ov i s io n c ode to m e a s u re an d then 
provide host storage characteristic data indicating one or more characteristics of said 
host computer 's stores ; 

[[b)]3 c] ex e cuting condition int e rpreter cod e to interpret said one or more 
interpretabie storage conditions in the light of said one or mor e host storage 
characteristic's]] data provided by said host computer and thereby to establish whether 
said host computer 's store meets said storage conditions; 

[[c)]] d) executin g data i tem storag e cod e to store said data item in said host 
computer on said interpretation of s aid storag e conditions th e e xecution of said 
cond i t i on int erpre ter cod e finding that said host compute r's store meets said storage 
conditions requirements: and 

[[d)]] e) e x e cut i ng - - d a t a it e m forwardi ng code, on th e e x e cut io n of s ai d co n d ition 
int e rpret e r cod e forward said storage conditions to another of said host computers, on 
said inter pretation of said storage conditions finding that the host computer 's store does 
not meet said storage conditions, t o fo rwar d said d a t a i t em and sai d storag e condition to 
an ot her of said hos t computers. 

22. (New) A distributed storage network as in claim 1 wherein the data item is 
forwarded with the storage condition in step h). 
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23. (New) A method as in claim 15 wherein the data item is forwarded with the 
storage condition in step h). 

24. (New) A method as in claim 16 wherein the data item is forwarded with the 
storage condition in step h). 

25. (New) A host computer as in claim 20 wherein the data item is forwarded 
with said storage condition in step e). 

26. (New) A method as in claim 21 wherein the storage condition is forwarded 
with said data item in step e). 
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